Dolphin Development Morsel #7: Can Ratings Crash when Learning Soars?

Indeed, there are times when student ratings can crash as student learning improves. This paradox occurs commonly, when teachers switch from lecturing to using interactive engagements. 

If your instinct is to lecture to students and explain why less familiar pedagogy is in their best interests, realize that this likely will not prove effective. There is a better way. 

Click at http://www.ntlf.com/restricted/  (You must do this from an on-campus computer), and catch the lead article in this month's NTLF (V17N5) by Gary Smith of University of New Mexico. 

Gary experienced the unhappy paradox, but he constructed a very simple interactive engagement exercise that changed students perceptions about the learning process. Afterwards, ratings soared alongside learning. 

It is easy to emulate, and it is worth passing on as a "morsel."

Best wishes,

Ed

