Dolphin Morsel Number 9 Let Students Diagnose their Learning Styles

Many instructors today have written teaching philosophies. These are living documents that change with our experience. Few students have written learning philosophies that are analogues to our teaching philosophies, but generating a learning philosophy is a terrific way to produce valuable metacognitive reflection. A way to initiate a learning philosophy is to begin with learning our own preferences for learning. 

Below is an exercise you can offer to students to start each journaling toward his/her personal written learning philosophy. Richard Felder’s site is highly respected and written for students. If you have not had your own learning style diagnosed, give this a test drive. It takes only a few minutes.
 -----------------
Go to <http://www4.ncsu.edu/unity/lockers/users/f/felder/public/Learning_Styles.html> and click on "Index of learning styles." Take the 44-item survey and PRINT your learning style diagnosis. At the bottom of the diagnosis, click on "Learning Style Descriptions." PRINT it or save that as a text file in your Word Processor. 
 
Study your diagnosis in the light of the learning style descriptions, and write two sentences to address the following. The first (1) answers the question: "What surprised me most about my diagnosis?" The second (2) answers the question: "How might I use this information?" 
 -----------------
Student engagement in learning takes many forms. One of the best ways to start is to get students engaged ABOUT learning.  We seldom go wrong if we try to answer "What's in it for me?" from the viewpoint of a student. Let’s face it --most of us like to learn about ourselves! The learning style diagnosis is a nice way to begin a reflective learning philosophy.

Best wishes,

Ed
