Dolphin Development Morsel - #6: A MERLOT-ELIXR Collage of First Days of Class 

MERLOT? ELIXR? This sounds like a fine wine! What you are about to experience compares well in pleasure and value. 

You will need QuickTime Player as your bottle opener. You likely have this on your computer already, but if not, going to the site at <http://www.download.com/QuickTime/3000-2139_4-10002208.html> will allow you to download the Player for either Mac or PC.

Our own Cal State System has been doing cutting-edge work on making use of video technology for faculty development. These modules were just released and were spearheaded by System’s Tom Carey, Cynthia DesRochers and Faculty Development Council member Joe Grimes (Cal Poly San Luis Obispo). They did first rate work on these initial products.

We can certainly read in order to learn about various techniques and classroom exercises that we can employ to promote better learning, but there is always some nebulous translation between what we read and what we envision we instructors will be doing, our students will be doing, and how the classroom looks and runs during such events. 


ELIXR videos take away the nebulous translation so that we can understand and enact good ideas much easier. The first set of modules created are on the theme "First Day of Class" A site where you can access these is

<http://babar.cdl.edu/pachydermelixr/presentations/00-126-99-11171007-455450011979-37-58-9103737953/> 

After watching the introductory video on the left, be sure to click on the video, "1st day Goals in the upper right. When it opens, before you play that video, look at the links at the bottom with labels "Motivation--Framing--Expectations--Assessment--Climate--Essential Admin--Evolution." Each of these leads to nice case examples. It is worth looking at all of these before you plan your first class session, because you can get some great ideas to incorporate.

If that site causes problems (it did in one of the recent Syllabus Socials where we looked at these videos in our recent workshops), try the following URL: <http://elixr.merlot.org/blog/2008/06/27/university-of-west-georgia-achieves-elixr-first/>

Click on the screen image that appears above "Preview" and under "First Day of Class." That should bring you to the screen with the labels and links described above.

Wishing you the best for the great new term about to start, 

Ed
