Dolphin Development Morsel #2: "Write-Pair-Share"
Morsel #1,"Turn to Your Neighbor," introduced a simple technique to engage classes with convergent questions (those with uniquely correct answers). Examples include "What is the capital of Vermont?" or "A triangle has a base of 5 meters and a height of 8 meters; what is its area?" 

To achieve high level thinking requires practice with divergent challenges—those with multiple solutions. Students must reflect on their hypotheses and others' evidence to choose those solutions that are highly reasonable. Write-Pair-Share "introduces this process. Pose the challenge on PowerPoint®, and direct "Write-Pair-Share" with subsequent slides.

Here's an example for teaching about erosion. CHALLENGE: "Rainstorms produce runoff that carves gullies, but gullies are not carved every place at the same rates." 

WRITE: "List all the factors you can think of that might cause variation in rates of gully formation at different localities." 

PAIR: "Combine your list with your neighbor's and build a larger list. Together, pick two factors that you think are dominant in determining rate of gully formation." 

SHARE: Call on pairs and summarize with a cumulative class list of dominant factors. One can begin instruction working from such priming. 

Try Write-Pair-Share this week.

