NEW: Dolphin Development Morsels!

No one needs to tell lecturers and professors at CSUCI that their time is in short supply. Some graze and snack without even time for good meals on some days. Consider these biweekly emailed morsels as grazing on the go in development. These will be short and under two hundred words, but they will provide something you can use in class immediately and help insure that all at CSUCI have a few tools beyond traditional lecture. We don't need to devote a great deal of time to master very effective basic techniques that increase learning, and it is surprising how little we need to change our traditional preparations in order to produce very different kinds of classes. 

Morsel #1 "Turn to Your Neighbor"
It's frustrating to ask a question over basic knowledge that we have just introduced and be met with a wall of silence from our students. Instead, pose the question and instruct students NOT to answer it but wait for direction.  Then, instruct students to watch for your hand to go up. When they see this, they are to raise their hands and be silent. Next, "You have thirty seconds. Turn to your neighbor and convince her/him that your answer is right." After initial shock, everyone in the classroom will become so engaged for a few seconds with your material that you'll have to intervene to halt discussion. The hand signal allows intervention with dignity.  After students learn the signal, they won't need subsequent instruction. When you plan your lesson, deliberately include short interactive engagements such as "turn to your neighbor" for every ten to twenty minutes to help students to remain engaged and connected in learning. This simple technique prevents the sharpest students from dominating all class responses, and it is also a useful way to deal with distractions, such as two students talking to one another in a way that competes with the class focus. "Turn to your neighbor" works best for probes of content knowledge that have concrete "right or wrong—you know it or you don't" kinds of answers. The next morsel will feed you a way to do engagement for more divergent kinds of questions. 

