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           The Virtues of My Students

1. My students are precautious. If they are going to have exam conflicts, they will tell me during the first two weeks of the semester. 

2. My students are responsible. They collect phone numbers and e-mails from at least four students in the class; this consists of their Backup Team. 

3. My students are conscientious. When they miss a class, they immediately copy the class notes from somebody in their Backup Team. 

4. My students are good writers. After a test, they take responsibility when they have something in mind but write something different. 

5. My students are unafraid of questions, especially the students who sit at the back of the class. 

6. My students are realistic. They know that if they do not come to class, they cannot earn a good grade. If they do not dedicate at least 10 hours per week to my class, they never expect an A. 

7. My students are social and cooperative. They work to learn together in teams in and outside of class. 

8. My students are self-confident. They know that the statement: "I do not want to go to the board because I do not know how to do it" is a fallacy. They come to my class because they are going to learn, so that everybody in class has the capability of solving the problems. 

9. My students are adults. When they must miss a class, they neither apologize to me for not coming nor report their reasons with e-mails. Instead, they contact members of their Backup Team to learn about what happened in the missed class and about how to prepare for the coming class. 

10. My students are reliable; they submit their assignments on time, even when I do not remind them to do so. 

11. My students are thoughtful; they take the first minute of the class to turn off their cell phones. If their cell phone rings during the class, they take that emergency call outside by leaving the classroom and not returning until the next class. 

12. My students are down-to-earth; they know that their grades express achievement (as described in the grading policy) and not their effort. They know that the sentence: " I deserve to pass this class because I work hard" is a fallacy. 
