CSUCI Languages Program 

Expectations for Students

The Languages Program at CSUCI is committed to helping its students succeed, both academically and professionally. In keeping with this commitment, we have established the following expectations for our students. 

1. Students are expected to attend all classes and to arrive on time, with all course materials. Excessive absences and lateness will be penalized according to the policies listed in your course syllabus. Students should not assume that their instructor will provide make-up opportunities for tests or quizzes. 

2. Students are expected to pay attention, participate actively, and treat their instructor and classmates with respect and courtesy. Cell phones should be turned off before class begins. Students should check with their instructor before assuming that food is allowed in class.

3. Students are expected to turn in all work on time. Late work may be penalized or refused according to the policy stipulated in the course syllabus. 

4. Students are expected to be professional in their communication with instructors; this is especially important for e-mail communication. Being professional means using correct grammar, spelling, punctuation, and capitalization, as well as a proper salutation and closing. Remember that writing to an instructor is not the same as posting a note on a friend’s Facebook page or sending a casual text message from your cell phone. Use your CSUCI email account whenever possible to communicate with your instructor and check it regularly as your instructor may use this means to communicate with the class.
5. Students are expected to submit hard copies of all written assignments, unless directed otherwise. Students should not assume that their instructor will accept email attachments in lieu of hard copies. If assignments are more than one page, make sure to staple your pages before submitting them.

6. Students are expected to be academically honest and to refrain from plagiarizing (i.e., passing off another’s words or ideas as one’s own). Plagiarism includes using computerized translation programs for compositions and other written work. 

7. Students should keep in mind that in order to receive an “A,” their work must be excellent, not merely above average. Investing a lot of time and effort is not always synonymous with producing excellent ("A"-level) work. Also keep in mind that a minimum grade of “C” (not “C-“) is required to fulfill CSUCI’s one-semester language (and graduation) requirement. 

8. Finally, students should keep in mind the importance of cultivating good relationships with their instructor and classmates. Remember that a positive attitude goes a long way to improving these relationships and to improving your academic performance. Think of ways to cultivate these relationships, such as greeting your instructor and classmates, participating in class, asking questions, showing interest and enthusiasm, etc. Try to contribute something positive to your class each day.

We ask you to keep these expectations in mind during the semester. We wish you great success in your studies and hope that your experience at CSUCI prepares you for even greater success in the future.

